
Transforming lives through learningDocument title For Scotland’s learners with Scotland’s educators

a) 1+2 Local Authority Survey - top lines

b) Update on L3 guidance 

c) New resources 
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LA survey 2019 

Key questions L2 :

1. How many Primary/secondary schools  provide L2 in: French, German, Italian, 
Spanish, Gaelic (L), Urdu, Mandarin, other ?

2.  How many are not providing  L2 from P1 onwards and until the end of S3?

3.  What reasons are given for not providing L2 full entitlement?
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Local Authority Survey : March 2019

How many Primary/Secondary schools  provide the full L2
entitlement within the terms of the policy? 

• From P1 onwards? → 88%

• From S1-S3 ? → 70%

NB These figures represent mainstream primary and secondary schools only. Previous years 

included special school information and there was an issue with duplicate number of schools. 

This issue has been removed this year and provides a more accurate picture. 
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Reasons for not providing L2 to  full 

entitlement as yet :

For Scotland’s learners with Scotland’s educators

PRIMARY SECONDARY

Competing priorities Competing priorities

Teachers not sufficiently trained Timetabling

Teacher confidence Staff availability

Teacher movement Other

Teacher skills

Other
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L3 – Primary and secondary 

L3 primary – 47% (early, not validated) meeting full entitlement.

L3 secondary – 83% (early, not validated) meeting full entitlement.
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Reasons for not providing L3:

For Scotland’s learners with Scotland’s educators

PRIMARY SECONDARY

Competing priorities Timetabling

Teachers not sufficiently trained Staff availability

Teacher confidence Competing priorities

Teacher skills Other

Other

Teacher movement
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L3 in the secondary – update to policy

In schools where there is sufficient time allocation for the L2 *, the L3 could be  taught over 

a block of time, for example over a term, within which one period per week from L2 time would 

be given over to the L3.  Careful planning of a progressive experience would be essential, to 

ensure that the learning is meaningful. This could be supported by online resources to support 

any catch up.

In schools where there is an elective programme within the broad general education, it would 

not be necessary to take this time from the L2.

* By ‘sufficient time’ for L2, we mean a model where there is an appropriate time 

allocation that allows young people to develop the skills required to achieve Third and 

Fourth levels in the language ; this time allocation should also allow learners to 

experience enrichment activities around the culture of the language. 
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Education Scotland modern languages team –

priorities 2019

• Progression framework First to Second

• Benchmarks – exemplification (Live Narrative)

• Glow – all ES languages resources, documentation 

including the Yammer feed
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Live Narrative project

• Engaging with the Benchmarks in other curricular areas –

expressive arts; RME; modern languages

• Exemplifying teachers early engagement with the 

Benchmarks as part of planning learning, teaching and 

assessment

• Professional discussion of pupil evidence and pupil 

progress against the benchmarks
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Modern Languages – Live narrative

Liberton High School- City of Edinburgh Council 

• Team of 2 ML teachers

• Part of a faculty with BICT

• Working together to plan deliver and assess pupil progress 

in writing at Third level

• 6 video clips : Intro; Approach to Es &Os; Assessment; 

Discussion; Moderation; Professional discussion
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The aims of the support materials

• To look at how to create a strong gradient of learning in the 

classroom

• To give examples of what progression looks like across the 

four skills of language learning from first to second level :

 Listening

 Talking

 Reading 

 Writing

For Scotland's learners, with Scotland's educators
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What’s in the progression pack?

For Scotland’s learners with Scotland’s educators

• Support materials and guidance for teachers on progressing learners from 

First to Second level.

• Pupil activities

• Listening & Talking

• Reading

• Writing.
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What’s in the progression pack?
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• Support materials and guidance for teachers on progressing learners from 

First to Second level.

• Pupil activities

• Listening & Talking

• Reading

• Writing.
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